W. Cole Wicker


EDUCATION
	2027 (exp.)
	Ph.D. History, The University of Georgia 

	2022
	M.A. Liberal Studies, Duke University
     Thesis: An Interpretive History of the Lower Deep River Region, NC

	2018
	B.A. Cultural Anthropology, Duke University
     Thesis: New Hope Submerged



PUBLICATIONS
	2025 (exp.)
	Chapter, in Interpreting Labor History at Museums and Historic Sites. Draft accepted Dec 2024, Winter 2025 anticipated release. 

	2024
	Book Review of Whitney Nell Stewart, This Is Our Home: Slavery and Struggle on Southern Plantations. By Whitney Nell Stewart, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2023)



SCHOLASTIC FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS
	2022-2026
	Presidential Graduate Fellowship, University of Georgia ($10,000 annually)

	2025
	Greg and Amanda Gregory Travel Grant ($2,218)

	2024
	Greg and Amanda Gregory Travel Grant, Department of History, University of Georgia ($1,550)

	2024
	Gable Travel Grant, Department of History, University of Georgia ($900)

	2023
	Thomas Pleasant Vincent Sr. Award, Department of History, University of Georgia ($1,000)

	2023
	Greg and Amanda Gregory Travel Grant, Department of History, University of Georgia ($2,700)

	2023
	Labor and Working-Class History Association (LAWCHA) Travel Grant ($400)

	2022
	Exemplary Master Project, Graduate Liberal Studies, Duke University

	2022
	Graduation Student Speaker, Graduate Liberal Studies, Duke University

	2018
	Graduation with Distinction, Department of Anthropology, Duke University

	
	


PUBLIC GRANTS AND AWARDS
	2025
	Mini-Grant, NC Federation of Historic Societies ($1,500)
      In Service to Heart of Deep River Historical Society

	2024
	Operation Round Up, Central Electric Membership Corporation, ($3,000)
     In service to Heart of Deep River Historical Society 



SERVICE AWARDS
	2024
	Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Georgia

	2022
	Presidential Service Award (team based), Duke University

	2018
	William J Griffith University Service Award, Duke University

	2018
	Forever Duke Award, Alumni Association, Duke University

	2017
	Resident Assistant of the Year, Duke University Housing, Dining and Residence Life



ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS
	2025
	“Restoring the Indigenous: Fort Yargo State Park,” Panelist, Georgia Associations of Museum Conference.

	2024
	“Repatriation and Reinterpretation: Indigenizing Public History in the South,” Panelist, Condition Report: The State of Public History in the South, National Council on Public History Mini-Con

	2024
	“Confiscated for the Public Good: The State, Industrial Slavery, and the Deep River Coal Field 1772-1786,” Southern Labor Studies Association

	2024
	“Interpreting Race in the Recreation Demonstration Area Program,” Poster Session, National Council for Public History.

	2023
	“The Deep Conviction: Convict Leasing in the Deep River Coal Field 1928-1929,” Labor and Working-Class History Association. Panel Organizer and Presenter.

	2023
	“Modeling the Deep River Coal Field,” Poster Session, National Council for Public History.

	2023
	“Hard Labor Creek State Park: A Case Study in Discriminatory Recreation,” Georgia Archives Symposium

	2022
	“An Interpretive History of the Deep River Region, NC,” Exemplary Project Presentations, Duke Graduate Liberal Studies.

	2022
	“An Interpretive History of the Deep River Region, NC,” Digital Humanities Conference – North Carolina

	2022
	“How Can History Inform Land Conservation,” GradX, Duke University.






COMMUNITY PRESENTATIONS
	2025
	“North Carolina’s Forgotten Industry: Coal Mining in Central N.C. and the Coal Glen Coal Mining Disaster,” Lunch and Learn, North Carolina State Archives. 

	2025
	“Community Oral History: Basics and Practice,” Sponsored by the Heart of Deep River Historical Society. Engaged 15 in-person participants. First of multiple in-community oral history workshops.

	2024
	“North Carolina’s Coal Mining Cemeteries,” Co-Sponsored by the Heart of Deep River Historical      Society. Engaged approximately 25 in-person participants.

	2024
	“Forced Black Labor in the Deep River Coal Field,” Co-Sponsored by the Heart of Deep River Historical      Society. Engaged approximately 51 in-person participants. 

	2023 
	“The Deep Conviction: Convict Leasing in the Deep River Coal Field,” Heart of Deep River Historic Society, Engaged approximately 24 in-person participants, with a digital footprint unknown.

	2023
	“Hard Labor Creek State Park: A Case Study in Discriminatory Recreation,” Oconee County Public Library.

	2022
	“Finding Cumnock: How Did We Get Here? Where Do We Go?” Deep River Park Association.

	2022
	“Coercive Labor in the Deep River Coal Field,” The Heart of Deep River Historical Society.

	2021
	“Movement on the Deep: Three Centuries of Cumnock History,” Deep River Park Association.



RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
	2025
	Homegrwn History, PBS North Carolina

	2025
	Rogue History, PBS North Carolina
     Primary Researcher for Rogue History season three (10 episodes)

	2024-2025
	Athens Historical Society, Academic Year Film Fellow. 
Finalized and managed production of The Founding of Athens and the Fight Over the Oconee River. Writer for Desegregation Athens. NEH Media Projects Grant Writer (Applied Jan 2025)

	2025
	PBS-NC Archival Researcher, Wilmington 1898 City of Hope: Before the Coup, interactive lesson project.

	2024
	Fort Yargo State Park: An Interpretive History.
Worked alongside Dr. James Brooks and other graduate students to develop an interpretive history of Fort Yargo State Park in Winder, GA. Presented to state park leadership about the merits of implementing this interpretation.

	2023
	Rogue History, PBS North Carolina.
     Primary Research Assistant for Rogue History’s second, eight-episode season.

	2023
	Athens Historical Society, Summer Film Fellow. 
Advisor: Dr. Cindy Hahamovitch. Research and wrote film treatment exploring Athens’ early history, from Native Settlement through the creation of the University.

	2022-2023
	Indigenizing Athens, Graduate Student Researcher
Worked under the leadership of Dr. James Brooks to develop a public facing narrative of indigenous history in Athens, GA. Culminated with production of materials for use in the Historic Athens visitor center and a presentation at the 2023 National Council on Public History exhibition showcase.

	2022
	“An Interpretive History of the Lower Deep River Region, NC,” Master’s Thesis, Graduate Liberal Studies
Advisor: Dr. Anne Mitchell Whisnant
Thesis exploring the history of the Lower Deep River region in Central NC. Historical and Archival methods, ArcGIS mapping, Oral Histories, and a preservation proposal for regional conservation leaders. The project will include an interpretive website, allowing for ready access by community members in a non-academic setting. Proposal approved November 2021.

	2018
	“New Hope Submerged,” Undergraduate Distinction Thesis, Cultural Anthropology
Advisor: Dr. Christine Folch
Ethnohistory of the people of the New Hope Creek Valley and the story of their displacement due to the creation of the B. Everett Jordan Dam and the subsequent State Recreation Area



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
	2025-Present
	Grant Writer, City of Spokane, Washington

	2023-2025
	College Counselor, WeAdmit Technologies

	2022 - 2024
	Teaching Assistant, Department of History, The University of Georgia
     Courses: HIST 2111 (Fall 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2023); HIST 2112 (Spring 2024)

	2024
	Summer Editorial Intern, The Public Historian.

	2022
	Geospatial GIS Planning Internship, Triangle Land Conservancy, North Carolina (400 hours)

	2022

	GIS Specialist Internship, National Park Service and National Council for Preservation Education (600 hours)

	2018-2022
	Senior Admissions Officer, Office of Undergraduate Admissions, Duke University



VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP
	2021-Present
	Executive Director, Heart of Deep River Historical Society, Sanford, NC
     First Board Chair, founding member. 

	2024-2026
	Board Member, Athens Historical Society, Athens, NC
     Assistant Editor, Athens Historian

	2024-2026
	Graduate Student Representative, Southern Labor Studies Association

	2024-2025
	President, History Graduate Student Association, UGA Department of History

	2019-2022
	College Advisor, Duke University College Advising Center
     Advised 30 first-year, second year, and transfer students.



PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
National Council on Public History
Southern Historical Association
Labor and Working-Class History Association
Southern Labor Studies Association

SKILLS

ArcGIS Pro, FieldMaps, StoryMaps
Hindenburg Audio Editing
Python Programming Language
